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English Curriculum
For

Eleven & Twelve



Subject: English

1 I ntroduction

The adoption of the first National Education Policy 2010 added with the changes in different
aspects of life, knowledge, and civilization has called for a new English curriculum in
Bangladesh. As a result, English curriculums for classes 1-10 have newly been developed
following the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) approach already in practice since
1996. This document i.e. the English curriculum for classes 11-12, is consistent with the
curriculum for classes 1 to 10 in respect of content and pedagogy. However it addresses the
concerns of language practitioners, teachers, students, and other stakeholders by including a
variety of reading materias, literary pieces, and blending of formal grammar with

communicative language practices.

The National Education Policy 2010 also endorses the need for learning English for
communicative purposes that will help prepare the country’s future generation for the
competitive globalized world of the 21% century. Therefore, the curriculum focuses on
teaching-learning English as a skill-based subject so that learners can use English in their
real-life situations by acquiring necessary language skills as well as knowledge, learning
about cultures and values, developing positive attitudes, pursuing higher education and
having better accessto local and global employment.
The successful implementation of a communicative language curriculum depends mainly on
skilled and competent teachers with proper training. This is because in a communicative
language curriculum “how to teach’ is more important than ‘what to teach’. This emphaises
that
al four basic language skills would be practiced in classrooms.
skills would be practised in an integrated manner - not in isolation.
skills practice would be done in meaningful contexts, i.e. practice in language use

should go beyond the textbook and include real -life situations.



interactive activities would be carried out between teachers and students, and

more importantly between students and students.

graded grammar would be taught through communicative approach.
For effective language skills-practice, contents and contexts have significant roles.
Therefore, the curriculum document suggests some themes/topics for providing suitable
contexts for language practice. Grammatical elements will be integrated into the text
materials too. Moreover, with a view to reinforcing learners’ accurate use of language,
communicative English grammar will be taught simultaneously. There will also be
provisions for using supplementary reading materials to develop learners’ extensive reading
skills.

2  Objectives

1. To acquire competence in four language skills, i.e. listening, speaking, reading and
writing.

2. To use the competence for effective communication in real life situations locally and

globally at intermediate level.

To acquire necessary grammar competence in English language for better accuracy.

To use English literary pieces for enjoyment and language learning.

To develop creativity and critical thinking through English language.

To become independent learners of English by using reference skills.

To use language skills for higher studies and technical education.

© N o g bk~ W

To be skilled in inter-cultural communications for better access to the globalised
world.

9. Touse English language skillsfor lifelong learning where necessary.



3

L ear ning outcomes

Students will be able to

1. follow and give instructions, directions, requests, announcements and respond
accordingly in social situations (listening, speaking)

follow lectures and take notes (listening, writing)

describe people, places, and different cultures (speaking, writing , listening,)

narrate incidents and eventsin alogical sequence (speaking, writing)

ask for and give suggestions/opinions (listening, speaking, writing)

participate in conversations, discussions, and debates (speaking, listening)

read, tell and analyse stories (reading, speaking, listening)

© N o g bk~ WD

recognize and use English sounds, stress and intonation appropriately while listening

and speaking (listening, speaking)

9. listen for specific information on radio, television, and other announcements
(listening)

10.read, understand, enjoy, interpret and critically appreciate stories, short plays,
poems, and other literary pieces (reading, writing, speaking, listening)

11.read, understand and critically appreciate nonfiction works. (reading, writing,
speaking)

12.read, understand and follow authentic texts and signs i.e. instructions, directions,
signposts and notices (reading, listening)

13. surf the net (reading, writing)

14. describe a process (speaking, writing)

15. read and write formal and informal letters, CV s/resumes, emails (reading, writing)

16. use references in writing and making bibliography (reading, writing)

17.read, describe, understand and interpret maps, charts, graphs etc. (reading, writing,
speaking, listening)

18.carry out study/ survey/project, write reports, and present the findings orally and in

writing (speaking, writing )



19. write formal, informal, academic, professional and other genres of texts e.g.
descriptive, narrative, argumentative (writing)

20. speak, read, and write English accurately in all aspects of communication. (speaking,
reading, writing)

4  Paper One
Total periods: 140
Weekly classes. (3 classes per week in the first year and 2 classes per week in the
second year)

4.1 Themesfor Paper One

Adolescence, travels and tourism, human achievements in science and technology, myths
and literature, traffic education, human rights, peace and conflict, people or institutions that
made history, jobs and careers, diaspora, manners and etiquettes, human relationships,
environment, cultures around, dreams, music and painting, future challenges, path to higher
education, global English, natural disasters, adulteration of food

These themes are suggestive not prescriptive.

4.2 Distributionsof marksfor Paper One

Total marks 100
Listening* 10
Speaking* 10
Reading 40 (Text materials. 30, Supplementary materias. 10)
Writing 40

* Listening and speaking skills of learners will be assessed through continuous assessment
and these (10+10 =) 20 marks will be added to determine the learners’ final grade in the
summative assessment. Learners’ reading and writing skills will be assessed in the public
examinations through paper and pencil tests on the remaining 80 marks (40 for reading and
40 for writing).



43 Test itemsfor Paper One

Skills Total | Test Items Notes
Marks
Listening | 10 MCQ Test items must be
newly prepared for
Gap filling each test by the
guestion setters
Matching themselves on their
own.

Speaking | 10 describing/narrating five to ten sentences
answering questions  5X1=5 based on us_ed coherently
everyday familiar topicgevents/situations W'th. acceptat_)le
such as family, school, home city/village, | EN9IISh with
books, games and sports, movie/TV show, understqnd_able
recent events and incidents etc. pronunciation

Reading | 40 For text materials:

MCQ
Answering questions  ( open ended and close
ended questions)
Gap filling without clues
Substitution tables
Information transfer
Rearranging
For supplementary reading materials:
Answering questions
Summarizing
Writing | 40 Writing paragraphs answering questions/

Completing a story

Writing formal/informal letters

describing graphs and charts

Writing compositions on personal experiences
and familiar topics, recent events/incidents,
emails, CVsresumes




) Paper Two

Total periods: 140
Weekly classes:. (2 classes per week in thefirst year and 3 classes
per week in the second year)

5.1 Grammar contentsfor Paper Two
a. The sentence

Types of sentences (affirmative, negative, interrogative, imperative,
exclamatory, simple, complex, compound)
Components of sentences (subject, appositive, object, complements)
Modifiers (pre-modifiers and post- modifiers)
Questions (with Wh words and action verbs)
Statement questions
Tag questions
Conditional sentences
Use of introductory ‘there’ & ‘it’
Sentence connectors

Punctuation

b. Word formation
Root/base
Prefixes
Suffixes
Synonyms
Antonyms

Compounds



c. Thephrase

Noun phrase
Prepositiona phrase
Verb phrase
Adjective phrase
Adverbial phrase

Infinitive phrase

d. Theclause

- @ o

Main clause
Subordinate clause
Coordinate clause
Noun clause
Adjective clause

Adverbial clause

Use of nouns
Countable
Uncountable
Abstract
Common
Use of pronouns
Use of prepositions
Subject- verb agreements
Comparison of adjectives and adverbs



j. Study of verbs
Regular and irregular verbs
Beverbs
Finite verbs, non finite verbs
Transitive and intransitive verbs
Infinitives, gerund, participles
Modals
k. Useof tenses
l. Voice
m. Adverbsand Adverbias
n. Direct and indirect
0. Specia uses. was born, have to/ has to, would rather, had better, let alone, what if,
as if, as soon as, what’s ....like, what does....look like
5.2 Composition
Mechanics of writings: topic selection, brainstorming, outlining, writing topic
sentence, developing ideas, maintaining cohesion, coherence, writing conclusions
efc.
Types of paragraphs (paragraph writing by listing, narration, comparison and
contrast, cause and effect)
Descriptive, narrative, persuasive/argumentative, imaginative and creative writing
(such astelling/completing stories)
Formal and informal writing (applications, letters, CVs, cover letters, emails,
online form filling, writing posts for social networks etc.)
Writing newspaper reports
Writing reports on investigation: problem identification, planning, making a
proposal, questionnaires for survey, data analysis etc.
Academic writing: taking notes, analysing graphs and charts, summary writing,
referencing and making a bibliography
5.3 Distributions of marksfor Paper Two



Total marks 100
Grammar 45
Composition 55

54 Grammar test items

Gap filling activities without clues

Cloze test without clues

Substitution tables

Right forms of verbs

Use of articles

Changing sentences (change of voice, narrative style, sentence types, degrees)

Completing sentences (Sentences will have a context and related to one another. It

can be adialogue, interview or anarration of something.)

Use of suffixes and prefixes

Use of synonyms and antonyms
Note: Question setters will use al items from the above list and make questions of 5 marks
for each question item. Test items must have contexts. Sentences which are isolated and out
of context cannot be given as questions. Question setters will prepare the test items. No

guestions will be set from the textbook or/and any help books.
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5.5 Composition test items
Group: A
Informal letters/e-mails
Formal letters/e-mails
CV/resume writing
Group: B
Completing stories
Paragraphs (based on one of the paragraph types: listing,
narration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect)
Writing from graphs and charts (descriptive, analyzing, analytic)
Group: C
Free writing: descriptive, narrative, persuasive/argumentative,
Imaginative and creative writing (such as telling/completing a story)

of 250-300 words based on personal experience, everyday

problems, events and incidents, etc.

Marks

07
07
06

06

07
07

15

11



Guidelines for textbook writers

. Textbooks should reflect social and mora values and the spirits of our Liberation
War. Materials should be sensitive to issues on gender, cultures, colour, race,
religion, ethnic groups etc.

. Topics and themes should be interesting, realistic, and suitable for learners’ age and
cognitive level. See Section 4.1: Themes.

. Topicdactivities should be chosen to achieve the main objectives and learning
outcomes of the curriculum.

. Topics should properly address al learning domains (cognitive, affective and
psychomotor).

. The textbooks should contain authentic texts as needed, and language appropriate to
different contexts and cultures.

. Instructions should be brief and written in simple English.

. The textbooks should include a variety of activities to provide adequate exercises on
four language skills.

. The textbooks should provide opportunities for learners to learn and practice social
interactions through dialogues, conversations, etc.

. Some language games, puzzles, mini dialogues may be used as exercises for

developing language skills through fun and entertainment.

10. Grammar items should be provided in context in a systematic and graded way.

11.At each level new vocabulary should be introduced. Vocabulary introduced in

previous classes should be revised.

12. Stress and intonation marks should be shown in the examples and sample texts.

13. The textbooks should be attractive and colourful. lllustrations (charts, maps, photos,

drawings, diagrams etc.) should be relevant to the contexts/topics.

14. The sound symbol chart should be provided in the Teacher’s Guide.

15. A section on sample classroom instructions (such as for greetings, starting a lesson,

common Wh/Yes-No question, monitoring students’ activities, checking answers,

simple social English) should be provided in the Teacher’s Guide.
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16. The textbooks will create opportunities for sound and pronunciation practice through
listening texts with tasks.

17. Phonetic symbols are not to be used in the textbooks for learners but should be given
and explained in the Teacher’s Guide.

18. Writers must acknowledge the sources of their collected or adapted materials.

19. Literary pieces e.g. short stories, short plays, poems, and other authentic texts should
be used for enjoyment, appreciation, creative and critical thinking, and language

learning.

Note: Guidelines 1-19 are mainly for the Paper One textbook writers. But they may also
provide the writers of the Paper Two book with useful information. However, the following

guidelines are specifically intended for the Paper Two book writers.

20. Grammar items should be contextualized as far as possible. The language points
focused in the lessons of Paper One book, English for Today, should be used for
grammar-practice activities.

21. The process and style of writing letters, CV's, paragraphs and other compositions etc.
should be clearly exemplified and explained.
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Subject: English

Test items for Paper One and distributions of marks

Marks Distribution for Classes 11 and 12

Skills Total Test Items Notes
Marks
Listening | 10 MCQ Test items must be
newly prepared for
Gap filling each tests by the
question setters
- themselves on their
Matching
own.
Speaking | 10 describing/narrating five to ten sentences
- - used coherently with
answering questions 5X1=5 based on everyday .
. : . . ) acceptable English
familiar topics/events/situations such as family, . .
) ] acceptable English with
school, home city/village, books, games and sports,
) o understandable
movie/TV show, recent events and incidents etc. .
pronunciation
Reading 50 For text materials: 05
McQ (guessing meaning from context) 10
Comprehension questions ( open ended questions
relating to analysis, synthesis, evaluation)
Cloze test with clues 05
Cloze test without clues 05
Flow chart 05
Rearranging 10
Summarizing 10
For supplementary reading materials:
Answering questions
Summarizing
Writing 40 Writing paragraph answering questions 07
Completing a story 07
Writing informal letters/emails 08
Analysing maps/graphs/charts 10
Appreciating short stories/poems (identifying genre, 08

theme, subject matter, and interpreting the content)
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Test items for Paper Two and distributions of marks

Total marks 100
Grammar 60
Composition 40

Grammar test items
gap filling activities without clues (for articles )
gap filling activities without clues (for propositions)
gap filling with clues (Special uses: was born, have to/ has to, would rather, had
better, let alone, what if, as if, as soon as, what'’s ....like, what does....look like,
introductory ‘there’ or ‘it’)
completing sentences (use of conditionals, phrase, and clause)
use of verbs (right form of verbs and subject verb agreement as per context)
changing sentences (change of voice, sentence types, degrees)
narrative style (direct to indirect and vice versa)
completing sentences (Sentences will have a context and related to one another. It
can be a dialogue, interview or a narration of something.)
use of modifiers
Use of sentence connectors
use of synonym and antonym
punctuation

Note: Question setters will use all items from the above list and make questions of 5 marks
for each question item. Test items must have contexts. Sentences which are isolated and
out of context cannot be given as questions. Question setters will prepare the test items.
No questions will be set from the textbook or/and any help books.

Composition test items

Marks
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formal letter/emails

report writing (for newspapers)

paragraphs (based on one of the paragraph types: listing,
narration, comparison and contrast, cause and effect)

Free writing: descriptive, narrative, persuasive/argumentative,
Imaginative and creative writing of 200-250 words based

on personal experience, everyday problems, familiar topics,
recent events and incidents etc.

08
08

10

14
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